1st Academic Conference in the series 

Museum – Forms and Means of Presentation 
 History at the Museum 

(September 15-16, 2011)

Leon Wyczółkowski District Museum in Bydgoszcz
The Leon Wyczółkowski District Museum in Bydgoszcz is organizing a series of conferences Museum – Forms and Means of Presentation which will cover museum issues connected with exhibiting particular collections as well as with activities that accompany them. 
The first conference in the series History at the Museum. Forms and Means of Presentation is addressed above all to museum community who presents history as part of exhibitions and classes, as well as to museum-oriented scholars (History, History of Art, Cultural Studies). The conference will be held under the auspices of Polish National Committee, International Council of Museums in cooperation with Nicolaus Copernicus University in Toruń, Kazimierz Wielki University in Bydgoszcz, the University of Economy in Bydgoszcz and Museum Educators’ Forum.  
          The primary goal of the conference is to discuss the problem of how and with the use of what means should history be presented by museums today.
         The sessions will be held within six subject areas and three panel and poster groups:
- The art of historical exhibition 
- Original, copy, replica, reconstruction?
- Art installations accompanying historical exhibitions 
- Teaching history: interactive exhibitions 
- Revitalisation and adaptation for exhibition purposes 
- Contemporary museum architecture 
and
- Related publications (exchange of information)
- Multimedia and exhibition techniques (exchange of information)

- Historical exhibitions: examples (exchange of information)
The conference agenda will be as follows:

- first day – paper session (followed by discussion)

- second day – panel discussions and exchange of information.

Prospective authors are invited to submit the title and abstract of their papers. The deadline for abstracts is April 30, 2011. The organizers reserve the right to choose papers to be included in the conference.
All papers will be published after the conference. 
Participation in the conference is free of charge. Speakers will have all the expenses covered (accommodation, food, conference materials).
Paper presentation should not exceed 20 minutes 
- The art of historical exhibition
Speakers will address the following questions: How to present history so that it would attract contemporary audience? In what way should exhibitions be organized to appeal to web2.0 society? Is the traditional historical exhibition presenting artefacts in display cases and large format printouts able to compete with narrative exhibition combining theatrical arrangement and multisensory presentation? What is the future of presenting history at the museum? 
- Original, copy, replica, reconstruction?
These days along with the popularization of narrative exhibitions copies and replicas appear on exhibitions more and more often as objects which enable interaction with the audience and help to experience the past more fully. The same applies to reconstructions of past events. There are more and more supporters of these reconstructions on both sides, the participants and the audience. Bearing that in mind, the museum community tries to work out the most effective approach towards original versus copy.
- Art installations accompanying historical exhibitions
Only recently have historical exhibitions been included in artistic projects and activities which are to influence one’s emotions. Their aim is to attract and puzzle the visitor, as well as to make them interpret the artist’s message on their own. Can such activities support historical exhibitions in a meaningful way? Aren’t they only a result of the authors’ of exhibitions willingness to fulfill their artistic dreams?  
- Teaching history: interactive exhibitions
Museum education is becoming more and more important. New complex projects and exhibitions are launched as part of a comprehensive educational programme. Therefore one should answer the following questions:  How should history be shown so that it is interesting both to young and mature audience? What forms should be used to present history? Are we doomed to interactive exhibitions or computer games? 
- Revitalisation and adaptation for exhibition purposes
We can see more and more often adaptations of non-museum architecture for exhibition purposes. Also, degraded architecture is revitalised, especially post-industrial architecture, for the same purposes. This situation gives rise to the following question: What benefits and problems do such activities bring? Participants of this session will discuss the examples and aspects of good practice.  
- Contemporary museum architecture
As a result of expensive works several modern and at the same time novel museums have been built in Poland recently. Therefore one should answer the following questions: Do such activities bring only benefits? Have we got enough money to open new museums? Participants of this session will discuss the examples and aspects of good practice.  
- Historical exhibitions: examples (exchange of information)
- Multimedia and exhibition techniques (exchange of information)

- Related publications (exchange of information)
During the conference a review of the latest equipment  and program solutions which could be used in contemporary historical exhibitions will be held. Additionally, the examples of contemporary museum publications and historical exhibitions will be presented. 
Interested participants are required to contact Ms Anna Szybowicz  from the Department of History in the Leon Wyczółkowski District Museum in Bydgoszcz,  
e-mail: anna.szybowicz@muzeum.bydgoszcz.pl, tel.  52 58 59 995 
Michał F. Woźniak

Director of the Leon Wyczółkowski District Museum 
in Bydgoszcz
Organizer:
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Co-organizers:
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